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HOW TO MAKE MARINE 
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MANDATORY IN OUR 
EDUCATION SYSTEM 





STRENGTHS	
•  There	is	already	a	will	to	introduce	environmental	awareness	

into	the	Malaysian	education	system	
•  Existing	and		ongoing	recycle	program	in	the	country	
•  Good	media	support		
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WEAKNESS	
•  ‘Failure’	of		the	recycle	programme	
•  Competing	courses	
•  Competing	issues	affecting	the	environment	(sectoral	

approaches)	
•  Weaknesses	of	online	courses	(e.g.	less	experiential	learning)	
•  Less	infrastructure	support	in	some	urban	areas	
•  Low	awareness	on	the	marine	environment	and	its	

characteristics	





OPPORTUNITIES	
•  Support	from	the	public	and	ministries	
•  Support	from	the	International	Agencies	
•  Existing	online	courses,	experiences	and	case	studies	







THREATS	
•  Introducing	acceptable	plastic	alternatives	into	schools	
•  Failure	to	translate	the	marine	debris	education	into	the	larger	

education	framework	
•  The	plastic	industry	lobby	
	



Key data of plastics industry in Malaysia 

(Source:	National	Solid	Waste	Management	Department,	2011)	
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The issues with respect to marine debris in Malaysia 

•  There	is	no	regular	and	standardised	monitoring.	This	results	in	a	poorly	defined	
problem	within	the	country	

•  Transboundary	transfer	of	marine	debris	is	poorly	understood	
•  With	marine	water	bodies	(as	in	the	Straits	of	Malacca)	shared	by	more	than	

one	nationality	-		sectoral	and	partial	approaches	does	not	work.	
•  Perceptions	that	view	the	sea	as	a	limitless	recipient	of	materials	need	to	be	

changed	in	the	early	school	education	
•  The	marine	debris	problem	needs	to	be	looked	at	by	Federal	Institutions	

capable	of	handling	the	magnitude	of	the	problem.	
•  Research	into	source-sink,	persistence	of	marine	debris,	effects	on	marine	

ecosystems	and	human	health	are	almost	unknown	and	needs	to	be	addressed.	
•  The	conservation	lobby	is	gaining	momentum	and	may	be	the	impetus	to	drive	

some	clean-up	campaign	and	public	support.	
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